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1.

English proficient (“LEP”) Spanish speaking voters 

, 52 U.S.C. § 10503

(“Section 203”),

hts Ac (“Section 4(e)”).1

2.

3.

4.

d

only absentee ballot applications to Georgia’s 6.9 

Georgia’s 

1 Plaintiffs’ filing of the 
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posed by 

.

5. d

applications for future elections, saying: “Georgia mailed 6.9 million absentee 

… 

Election.”

6.

“BORE”

Gwinnett County’s LEP Spanish speaking

,

on the Secretary of State’s website, 

on 
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.

7. Spanish

.  

.

n 

8.

BORE obligation to provide Gwinnett County’s LEP Spanish

9. ensure that Gwinnett’s LEP 

Spanish “last chance” purge 

. –

–
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2019. The Secretary of State’s office mailed an English

“last chance” purge notice to all voters outside of Gwinnett County, while the 

10.

, 

, 

relief is necessary to ensure that Gwinnett County’s LEP Spanish

2020 o

11. , . 
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12.

.C. § 1331

13.

pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§

14.

15.

OFFICIALS, INC. (“ ”) is a domestic nonprofit 

x 

. GALEO’s 

amount of GALEO’s 
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.

BORE

materials into compliance with the law’s requirements.

County’s 19 

. GALEO sent 

.

June

, to Gwinnett County’s Spanish

d

that would ordinarily be directed to GALEO’s other organizational goals 
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.

16. Plaintiff GEORGIA COALITION FOR THE PEOPLE’S AGENDA, 

INC. (“GCPA”) 

. 

, 

get out the vote (“GOTV”) 

,
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. has posed

Defendants’ decision to 

,

mitigate the Defendants’ failure to comply with and enforce Sections 203 and 

17. –

“ ”) 

. 

(“AAPIs”) and oth , 

, 

language “know your rights” information
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. During 

’ sion of

,

on Gwinnett County’s LEP Spanish speaking voters.  

, 

.

18. NEW GEORGIA PROJECT, INC. (“NGP”), 

. NGP’s

,

young 18 29 —

“souls polls” .

NGP’s
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NGP’s “Loose Chains” — such

mosques, synagogues

–

Spanish – —

“vote by mail” 10,000

2020,

19 1,000

.

Gwinnett’s

Spanish

on County’s

Spanish

ugh

19. Plaintiff COMMON CAUSE is one of the nation’s leading grassroots 

19,667
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assist Spanish

. 

assist Gwinnett County voters impacted by Defendants’ decision to 

20.



13

posted on the Georgia Secretary of State’s website, and other 

21.

Spanish
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Secretary of State’s website, and other 

22. BORE 

§ 21 2 40.

23.

O’LENICK, BEAUTY BALDWIN, and BEN SATTERFIELD, (“BORE 

Members”) are members of the BORE

.

§ 21 2 70 n

“[t]o prepare and publish, in the manner provided by this chapter, all 

any publication in which a call for a special primary, election, or runoff is issued;” 

“[t]
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” and, “[t]

.” § 21 2 70 ,

24. BRAD RAFFENSPERGER is Georgia’s Secretary of 

State, Defendant RAFFENSPERGER is Georgia’s chief election official who 

21 2 , 21 2 50.

. 21 2 31

25.

“[c]

…
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…”

26. , 

2020.  

27.

2

2

.  

28.

29. Defendant Raffensperger’s press release announcing

d that “Georgians who need language assistance” are among 

by

g.
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30. , non

31.

.

32. x 

Census Bureau’s 

Spanish

33.

34.

Spanish .  Many 

do
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.

, . 

35. Spanish

.

36.

non

.

37.

38.

elections, saying: “Georgia mailed 6.9 million absentee ballot applications to 

November General Election.”
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39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

x
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44. Dr. McDonald concludes that “election officials sending English

ot requests.”  

45. d

46.

extolled his office’s coordination in sending the original mailing to 6.9 million 

voters in “just 6 days.”  

47.

Spanish

x

48.

49.

Secretary of State’s 

50. ’s website is English
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51.

Recent examples include “Raffensperger Encourage

19 Precautions Result in Long Wait Times at the Ballot Box” (issued May 

20) and “Secretary Brad Raffensperger Wins in Court, Primary Election to Move 

Forward on June 9” (issued May 15).  

52. retary of State’s press releases into 

53. The Georgia Secretary of State’s website contains other critical 

“Register to Vote,” “Key Election Dates and 

Information,” “Advance Voting Info,” “FAQs,” “2019 List Maintenance,” “Online 

Complaints,” and “Information for Voter Registrations Pendi

Citizenship.”  

54. Georgia Secretary of State’s

,

provided in Spanish language on the Gwinnett BORE’s website.
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55.

56. My Voter 

.

57.

, , Dkt. 17 8 

58. Voter precinct cards contain critical information such as the voter’s 

that the “card may not be used as evidence to prove United States Citizenship or as 

tification to vote.”

59.

– –
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60.

61.

application, voters have to navigate the Gwinnett BORE’s English

marked “English   >”

Gwinnett County BORE’s webpage. 

.

,

,

. 

62.

63.

speaking voter would need to click “In English” to access 
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64.

“Absentee Voting By Mail” website is poor; the Spanish translation is riddled with 

65. Gwinnett County’s website “the machine

not be entirely correct” and “[a]ny person 

that uses the translation service does so at that person’s own risk and accepts t

legal implications of any shortcomings or difference in translation.”2

52 U.S.C. § 10503

66.

67.

68.

“any 

2
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of the applicable minority group as well as in English.”  52 U.S.C. § 10503(c).  

69. These requirements are “broadly construed to apply to all stages of the 

.”  28 C.F.R. 55.15.

70.

elections notices, and the locality’s website. 

71.

process when the Secretary of State’s office 

(11th Cir. 1988) (holding that Section 203 “requires a state which distributes 

‘materials or information relating to the electoral process’ to certain bilingual 

political subdivisions to provide them ‘in the language of the applicable

minority group as well as in the English language’”); 28 C.F.R. 55.10(c) 

(providing that for “elections for an office representing more than one county . . . 

by county basis”).  
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he applicable Department of Justice regulation, “a county subject to 

respect to all aspects of the election.”  28 C.F.R. 55.10(b).  

72.

“I Voted” stickers in response to guidance from the Department of Justice.  

only “last chance” notices to 

– County, who 

Elections Director Kristi Royston as saying, “[s]ince we’re the only county that has 

then work with our vendor to produce and print our notices.”  Furthermore, 

according to the Census Bureau’s December 2016 determination.

73.

. 
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74.

75.

Spanish

76.

Gwinnett County’s voters and 

77.

information published on the Secretary of State’s website, English

78. Defendants’ 
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Gwinnett County’s LEP Spanish

.  

10303

79.

80.

81.

“inability to read, write, understand, or interpret” the 

.  

82.

.  

3,031
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o. The 2018 ACS 5

.

83.

instructions, ballots, and “any other 

communication to registered voters prior to an election” in Spanish .

84.

.

.

85.

ary of State’s website, English
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86.

June 9 

1.

2.

§ 10503

of State’s website, voter precinct cards accessible to individuals logging o
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3.

52 

, 

information published on the Secretary of State’s website, 

4.

b.

identified as “Hispanic/Latino” when they registered 
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versions of 

e Secretary of State’s website, 

5.

6. Award Plaintiffs their reasonable attorneys’ fees and costs pursuant to 

7.

June 8, 2020

0493
480
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*
Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under Law

8300

*
Lawyers’ Committee

8391

Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under Law

8389

* p
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Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under Law

8389
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June,

Lawyers’ Committee for

8389


